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SUBJECT: PEACE PROCESS COVERAGE LIMITED BUT NEGATIVE 
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MARCH 2 

REE: CAIRO 06683 

SUMMARY. SADAT REJECTS ISRAELI SETTLEMENT POLICY; 
COUNTERS ISRAELI PROPOSALS WITH INSISTENCE ON TOTAL 
WITHDRAWAL AND PALESTINIAN SELF-DETERMINATION. PRESS 
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SUGGESTS HE TOLD ATHERTON CARTER MUST STAND FAST IN 
TALKS WITH BEGIN. BEGIN APPROACH TO NEGOTIATIONS 
CRITICIZED IN COMMENTARY AND REACTIONS TO HIS REMARKS 
ON YOUTH OF OWEN AND KAMEL REFLECT PSYCHOLOGICAL DIFFI- 
CULTIES IN EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI DIALOGUE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PUBLIC FOCUS MARCH 2 WAS LARGELY ON INTERNAL ASPECTS 
OF SADAT SPEECH (SEPTEL) LEAVING RELATIVELY LITTLE 
FRONT PAGE SPACE FOR ATHERTON MISSION. MAIN POINT WAS 
SADAT'S REJECTION OF ISRAELI SETTLEMENT POLICY (HEADLINE), 
AND REPLY TO ISRAELI PROPOSALS ON DECLARATION OF PRIN- 
CIPLES WITH INSISTENCE ON TOTAL WITHDRAWAL AND PALESTINI- 
AN SELF-DETERMINATION. ONLY BODIES OF REPORTS NOTED 
SADAT AGAIN TERMED PALESTINIAN QUESTION "CORE OF CONFLICT '. 

2. U.S.ROLE. CONVEYING SADAT'S CONCERN THAT U.S. MUST 
STAND FAST IN FACE OF ISRAELI PRESSURES, AHRAM 'LEARNED " 
THAT "SADAT EMPHASIZED (TO ATHERTON) IMPORTANCE OF FORTH- 
COMING CARTER-BEGIN TALKS FOR U.S. ROLE. " 

3. PRESS REJECTED IMPATIENTLY BEGIN CALL FOR EARLY 
RESUMPTION OF DIRECT TALKS AND HIS SIMULTANEOUS REFUSAL 
CONSIDER TOTAL WITHDRAWAL AND PALESTINIAN STATE. 

4. COMMENTARY. AHRAM EDITORIAL USED OWEN-BEGIN 
RELATIONSHIP TO ARGUE THAT ISRAEL HAS NO INTEREST IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ADVICE OR OPINIONS FROM ANYBODY. WAXED BITTER OVER 
BEGIN DISMISSAL OF BOTH OWEN AND KAMEL (IN JERUSALEM 
TOAST) AS TOO YOUNG TO INTERPRET LESSONS OF HISTORY. 
NERVOUS GUMHURIYYA EXAMINED ISRAELI TACTICS IN DEALING 
WITH U.S. IN VIEW FORTHCOMING BEGIN VISIT; CLAIMED 
BASIC QUESTION IS "HOW USG WILL CONFRONT ISRAELI TACTICS 
AND ISRAELI DEFIANCE? " 

5. COMMENT: AHRAM'S SEEMINGLY MISPLACED FOCUS ON BEGIN 
AND QUESTION OF RELATIVE YOUTH DEMONSTRATES AGAIN THAT 
PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPEDIMENTS TO EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI DIALOGUE 
ARE BOTH REAL AND IMPORTANT. EGYPTIAN REPRESENTATIVES 
AT JERUSALEM WERE NETTLED BY BEGIN SUGGESTION THAT 
KAMEL'S YOUTH VITIATES HIS ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND 
QUESTIONS INVOLVED. THIS IS REAL INSULT IN EGYPTIAN 

EYES. SADAT, FOR EXAMPLE, MAKES EGYPTIANS AWARE OF 
HIS ANGER WITH QADHAFI WHEN HE REFERS TO LIBYAN AS "A 
BOY" OR "A CHILD". POSSIBLY BEGIN INTENDED NO INSULT, 

BUT CLEARLY BOTH SIDES NEED TO BE REMINDED TO TAKE THE 
OTHERS SENSIBILITIES INTO ACCOUNT. EILTS 
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